I‘iiS des On 4th July -

Our American friends in the village might find this true tale amusing. It
relates to a retired US Air Force Colonel friend who has a passion for
restoring and flying vintage aircraft. His latest project was to make a Ww1
Sopwith Camel airworthy. This he did. Taking it out for a flight on 4th July
2011, he flew over his local town just as an Independence Day parade was
in full swing. I reproduce here his post-flight account of events that
followed. The words are my friend’s but the names of people and places
have been withheld for reasons of propriety.

"After clearing my previous in-flight emergency of a bug inside my goggles,
the Sopwith and I again wafted into the South Texas morning. As in many
small American towns, the town has a local Independence Day Parade,
complete with local floats and town celebrities. I overflew and did a brief
circle over town square at a safe altitude, and could see it was jam packed,
but could not make out any details. Very nice I thought, and putted back
over to the airport and orbited a bit playing with power, then landed

uneventfully. As I was putting the plane in the hangar, several cars drove
up and I was eagerly greeted by airport friends.

"Everybody saw you and you certainly affected the parade!”

"Huh?"

It seems, in the middle of the parade, there was a marching "formation"” of
retired military of all services and Junior ROTC, "led" by a retired Air Force
Colonel pilot (Every small town has one). As the Camel passed over, all the
military looked up and could not believe a WW1 aircraft was passing
overhead. Not the least mesmerized was the Colonel, recognizing the
Sopwith and not knowing there was one in town. He became so focused on
watching the plane that he missed his turn and led the formation, and the
parade, down the wrong street, still gazing upward at the British fighter.
Luckily, some of the other folks got them back on the correct route, and
everyone had a good chuckle, and the day was saved.”

Dave Fares, Maple End, Alconbury

B This is a photograph of the actual

' Camel and its pilot mentioned in the

{ story. History scholars may

| recognise this as a Sopwith Camel in

.| the colours of 208 Squadron, circa

| late 1918. Formed as Number 8

' (Naval) Squadron on 26t October

| 1916 at Dunkirk, the unit was

passed to RFC control. During 1917,

2 the unit re-equipped with Sopwith

¥ Triplanes and then Camels. After a

| period of relative calm in the UK,

the unit returned to France just in
time for the German offensive

during spring 1918 and became No 208 Squadron RAF when the RAF was formed on

1st Aprif 1918.
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